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the town, and whether his failure to do so was
due to personal prudence (that is, his conclu-
sion that the risk of attempting it would be too
great), or to the stubborn neutrality of the
Protestant German princes who stood between
him and the city. At any rate he did not
relieve it, and the rebel town upon which the
eyes of all Protestant Europe had been attracted
was stormed and sacked by the Imperial General
Tilly and his army. The most horrible bar-
barities were committed, and nearly the whole
place was burned down. Though Tilly did
his best to restrain the soldiery he cannot be
absolved from responsibility for the massacre
which the rebels suffered.
Gustavus Adolphus published an open defence
of his failure to relieve the town, upon the value
of which defence opinion is divided to this day.
At any rate, shortly afterwards, the striking
Imperial successes had got him further Protes-
tant alliances, and he began marching southward
against the Imperial armies, side by side with his
Protestant German allies. It was at Breiten-
feld, in the plain of north Leipzig, on the edge
of the hills that bound this plain, that Europe
woke up to the King of Sweden's genius.
Then for the first time did Richelieu find
himself amply justified in having hired him to